
Official Proceedings of the Stutsman County Commission— August 6, 2024 

At 9:00 a.m., Chairman Klose called the regular meeting of the Stutsman County Commission to order. 
Jerry Bergquist, Chad Wolsky, Joan Morris, Levi Taylor, and Mark Klose were present.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

A motion to approve the July 2024 meeting minutes and the joint commission and water resource board 
minutes was made by Bergquist, seconded by Morris. Motion carried.  

Mark Attleson, Maintenance Supervisor, presented replacement quotes for replacement of the rooftop 
unit and compressors at the Memorial Building. This project will cost $175,650. Attleson stated that he 
does have half of this budgeted, which would cover the cost of the down payment to be made in 2024. 
The other half of the payment would be made prior to the installation in 2025. $118,000 of this project 
has been budgeted for in the capital plan budget and will be included in next year’s budget. If the project 
is not started in 2024, costs will significantly increase due to changes made by the vendor. A motion to 
approve the project was made by Wolsky, seconded by Taylor. Roll call vote: Bergquist, Wolsky, Morris, 
Taylor and Klose voted aye 

Dorene Stroh, Jamestown City Assessor, presented an abatement application for parcel 74-3299200, 
where the garage was destroyed by fire. Stroh recommended reducing the property value by $19,700, 
which has been approved by the finance and legal committee with the City of Jamestown. A motion to 
approve the abatement was made by Morris, seconded by Bergquist. Roll call vote: Wolsky, Morris, Taylor, 
Klose, and Bergquist voted aye.  

Tyler Perleberg, Tax Director, requested permission to re-zone the West 900 feet of Auditor’s Lot 11-11, 
Montpelier Township from an Agricultural District to a Commercial District. A motion to approve the 
zoning amendment was made my Morris, seconded by Taylor. Roll call vote: Morris, Taylor, Klose, 
Bergquist, and Wolsky voted aye. Motion carried.  

Shannon Davis, HR Director, presented the options for the NDPHIT renewal. Davis stated that Stutsman 
County came in 4.42% increase for 2025. Changes within the plan include the in-network, out-of-pocket 
maximum decreasing from $9,450 to $9,200 for a single plan, and $18,900 to $18,400 for a family plan, 
the $150 emergency room copay being replaced with a 20% coinsurance after deductible is met, and the 
out-of-pocket, out-of-network maximum has increased approximately 50%. A motion to renew the 
insurance for the 2025 year was made by Bergquist, seconded by Wolsky. Roll call vote: Taylor, Klose, 
Bergquist, Wolsky, and Morris voted aye. Motion carried.  

Davis presented the joint library board appointment applicants. A motion to appoint Denise Waldie was 
made by Morris, seconded by Bergquist. Wolsky, Morris, Klose, and Bergquist voted aye. Taylor voted nay. 
Motion carried.  

Jim Wentland, Road Superintendent, presented a discussion on the trade-in of a motor grader that 
currently has a replacement on the way. If it goes to auction it may not get the money out of it that 
Wentland believes is reasonable, whereas the trade-in is guaranteed money back. A motion to trade in 
motor grader with RDO was made by Taylor, seconded by Wolsky. Roll call vote: Klose, Bergquist, Wolsky, 
Morris, and Taylor voted aye.  

 



 

Wentland presented the closure of a township road at Pelican Point Campground. Wentland stated that 
he had been approached by Buchanan Township Chairman, Larry Nannenga, asking to close the road due 
to damage to vehicles attempting to use the road. After closing the road, Wentland was approached by 
Sheriff, Chad Kaiser, stating that to permanently close the road there would need to be a request to 
consider from Buchanan Township to the commission. Kaiser’s concern is the county campground and the 
private campground and not being able to access either points if this road is permanently closed. Kaiser 
also stated that the township is certifying this road with the state and receiving funds in township road 
miles.  

Larry Nannenga, Buchanan Township Chairman, stated that there was an individual who had ruined a 
trailer while using the road, which is why it was marked with caution and closed the road for the safety of 
the public. Nannenga stated that since the County refused to close the road, they should be liable for any 
type of accident or hazard that may occur. Kaiser clarified that he was told the road was to be closed 
indefinitely, not temporarily due to hazard. Wentland stated that the Road Department could use a blade 
in that area, and use gravel to fill in but it would need to be requested by the township. Kaiser stated that 
by closing that road, all traffic would have to be re-routed through the campground and that this is not 
feasible with harvest coming up and the large ag equipment not being able to run through the 
campground. Klose reiterated that the township board needs to make the request for either the road 
repair or permanent closure.  

Wentland requested to purchase 5 discs for $50,000 using unused ARPA funds that would need to be 
relocated from the road building fund to the disc fund. A motion to approve the purchase and reallocation 
of ARPA funds was made by Wolsky, seconded by Bergquist. Roll call vote: Bergquist, Wolsky, Morris, 
Taylor, and Klose voted aye. Motion carried.  

Wentland next made a request to purchase a new oil distributor trailer for approximately $35,800. This 
trailer has been added into next year’s budget, but Wentland would like to order now and make the 
payment when it comes in next year. A motion to approve the purchase of the oil distributor trailer was 
made by Morris, seconded by Taylor. Roll call vote: Wolsky, Klose, Morris, Taylor, and Bergquist voted 
aye. Motion carried.  

Wentland presented Governor Doug Bergum’s Summer Storm Emergency Declaration. Andrew Kirking, 
Emergency Manager, will start looking into state emergency plans now that there has been an official 
state declaration made.  

Wentland asked permission to increase gravel royalties to Rosemary Jasmine from $1.00 to $1.25 per yard 
for the remaining 10,000 yards of gravel to be crushed. Wolsky and Taylor questioned whether we could 
negotiate with individual landowners rather than having a flat royalty rate, which has been standard policy 
for the County for years. A motion to increase the royalties for Jasmine and to crush an extra 50,000 yards 
on top of the remaining 10,000 yards was made by Wolsky, seconded by Taylor. Roll call vote: Taylor, 
Klose, Bergquist, and Wolsky voted aye. Morris voted nay. Motion carried.  

Fritz Fremgen, State’s Attorney, presented his monthly report. Fremgen stated that he has been working 
with Davis to reduce some of the qualifications needed to fill the legal secretary position currently 
available in the State’s Attorney’s Office.  



Jessica Alonge, Auditor/COO, requested to transfer a total of $207,965 out of the American Rescue Plan 
Fund, with $155,000 going into the Park Fund and $52,965 going into the LEC Construction Fund due to 
the completion of the walking path overlay and the LEC air handling system projects.  A motion to approve 
the transfers was made by Taylor, seconded by Morris. Roll call vote: Taylor, Klose, Bergquist, Wolsky, and 
Morris voted aye. Motion carried.  

Alonge presented the delinquent balances over one year with the road department from Weld and 
Peterson Townships and requested to certify a “not to exceed” amount of 18 mills for Weld Township and 
9 mills for Peterson Township. A motion to approve the excess levies was made by Bergquist, seconded 
by Taylor. Roll call vote: Klose, Bergquist, Wolsky, Morris, and Taylor voted aye. Motion carried.  

Alonge discussed the seven 2024 ER sites. Alonge stated that the expenses are being paid from the 
Emergency Fund. There is potential for reimbursement from the DOT, in which case funds would go back 
into the Emergency Fund. 

Alonge presented the primary election expense report which has been finalized and submitted to the 
Secretary of State’s office. The total costs for the primary election were $31,529.69, which amounted to 
$11.28 per vote. Alonge explained that some of the increased expenses are due to the city and school’s 
split ballot styles.  

Morris presented a continued discussion on the planting of trees within the Peterson Township Section 
Line. Morris stated that the trees had been planted in the western half of the section line based on the 
findings of Tyler Perleberg, Tax Assessor, and Interstate Engineering. The commission agreed that it is the 
responsibility of Allen Kleven to have a survey done to establish which trees have been planted within the 
section line and remove those that cross the boundary at his own expense due to the trees being planted 
before permission was granted. A motion for the landowner to remove the trees from the public right of 
way within 30 days was made by Morris, seconded by Taylor. Motion carried.  

Klose presented an agreement for the flexible transportation fund grant received by Chicago Township 
for resurfacing 4 miles of township roads. The County would need to front the payment for the township 
and be reimbursed as the project continues. A motion to enter into an agreement for payment between 
the County and Chicago township was made by Taylor, seconded by Wolsky. Roll call vote: Bergquist, 
Wolsky, Morris, Taylor, and Klose voted aye. Motion carried.  

At 11:20 a.m., the Commission recessed for the County Park Board meeting.   

 

Official Proceedings of the Stutsman County Park Board— August 6, 2024  

At 11:20 a.m., Chairman Klose called the regular meeting of the Stutsman County Park Board to order. 
Jerry Bergquist, Chad Wolsky, Levi Taylor, Mark Klose, Joan Morris, Henry Steinberger, and Merri 
Mooridian answered the roll call. 

A motion to approve the July 2024 meeting minutes was made by Morris, seconded by Mooridian. Motion 
carried.  

Bill Steinmetz, Stutsman County Resident, requested permission to donate and place a memorial bench 
for Roger Haut near the Masonic Lodge along with planting a few trees near the bench. A motion to 
approve the donation was made by Taylor, seconded by Mooridian.  



Morgan Blaskowski, Flex + Flo, requested permission to host the Best Dam Mudder event at the 
Jamestown Reservoir on August 24, 2024. A motion to approve the event and request for proof of 
insurance was made by Morris, seconded by Bergquist. Motion carried.   

Karl Bergh, Park Superintendent, presented an update on the Fish Cleaning stations at Pelican Point and 
the Marina. Game & Fish is no longer supporting repairs on the equipment and would like new systems 
installed, which would require a new agreement with the Game & Fish. Neither of the stations are 
currently operational. This would be a 75/25 split between Game & Fish and the County. Dakota Anglers 
& Stutsman County Wildlife would be willing to donate toward the County share of $20,000. 

Bergh presented a vaulted toilet update. Bergh stated that he is asking for a one-year extension with the 
Garrison Diversion grant to begin construction next spring.  

Bergh presented an update on the new Toro mower that was purchased 4 months ago. The mower was 
expected next year but is ready to be delivered now. Bergh stated that he did not have this cost budgeted 
into this year’s budget but requested to purchase mower now so there is no wait time and no increased 
cost after January 1. The total cost of the mower would be $88,566.45. Alonge stated that there is room 
in the mower budget to cover this purchase within the capital budget. A motion to approve the purchase 
was made by Mooridian, seconded by Steinberger. Roll call vote: Wolsky, Morris, Taylor, Klose Mooridian, 
Stienberger, and Bergquist voted aye. Motion carried. 

A motion to approve the monthly park bills was made by Mooridian, seconded by Wolsky. Roll call vote: 
Morris, Taylor, Klose, Mooridian, Steinberger, Bergquist, and Wolsky voted aye. Motion carried.  

 

At 11:51 a.m. a motion to adjourn the park board meeting was made by Bergquist, seconded by Morris. 

At 11:52 a.m. the Commission was called back to order.  



A motion to approve the monthly bills was made by Morris, seconded by Bergquist. Roll call vote: Taylor, 
Klose, Bergquist, Wolsky, and Morris voted aye.  

 

 



 



Kaiser presented an update on the generator project.  

At 11:57 a.m. a motion was made by Bergquist to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Taylor.  

ATTEST: 

              
Jessica Alonge      Mark T. Klose 
Auditor/COO      Commission Chairman 

 

 


